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CHAPTER 1. STORY OF THE DOOR 
 
MR. UTTERSON the lawyer was a man of a 
rugged countenance, that was never lighted 
by a smile; cold, scanty and embarrassed in 
discourse; backward in sentiment; lean, 
long, dusty, dreary, and yet somehow 
lovable. At friendly meetings, and when the 
wine was to his taste, something eminently 
human beaconed from his eye; something 
indeed which never found its way into his talk, 
but which spoke not only in these silent 
symbols of the after-dinner face, but more 
often and loudly in the acts of his life. He was 
austere with himself; drank gin when he was 
alone, to mortify a taste for vintages; and 
though he enjoyed the theatre, had not 
crossed the doors of one for twenty years. But 
he had an approved tolerance for others; 
sometimes wondering, almost with envy, at 
the high pressure of spirits involved in their 
misdeeds; and in any extremity inclined to 
help rather than to reprove. 
"I incline to Cain's heresy," he used to say 
quaintly: "I let my brother go to the devil in 
his own way." In this character, it was 
frequently his fortune to be the last reputable 
acquaintance and the last good influence in 
the lives of down-going men. And to such as 
these, so long as they came about his 
chambers, he never marked a shade of 
change in his demeanour. 

acquaintance - znajomy 
approved -  
austere - prosty, surowy 
backward -  
beaconed - (beacon) latarnia 
lotniskowa, latarnia morska 
Cain - Kain 
chambers - (chamber) izba, 
komnata, komora 
countenance - wyraz twarzy 
crossed - 

 
demeanour - zachowanie 
devil -  
discourse -  
dreary - ponury 
dusty - zakurzony, nieciekawy 
embarrassed - (embarrass) 

 
eminently -  
envy -  
extremity - kraniec, koniec 
fortune - fortuna 
heresy - herezja 
incline -  
inclined - 

  
lawyer - prawnik 
lean -  
loudly -  
lovable - rozkoszny 
misdeeds - 
uczynek 
mortify -  
mr -  
quaintly - osobliwie, niezwykle 
reprove -  
reputable - ceniony, szanowany 
rugged - twardy, mocny 
scanty - niedostateczny 
sentiment - opinia, zdanie 
shade -  
symbols - (symbol) symbol 
taste -  
tolerance -  
vintages - (vintage) rocznik 
wondering - (wonder) 

cud 



No doubt the feat was easy to Mr. Utterson; 
for he was undemonstrative at the best, and 
even his friendship seemed to be founded in a 
similar catholicity of good-nature. It is the 
mark of a modest man to accept his friendly 
circle ready-made from the hands of 
opportunity; and that was the lawyer's way. His 
friends were those of his own blood or those 
whom he had known the longest; his 
affections, like ivy, were the growth of time, 
they implied no aptness in the object. Hence, 
no doubt, the bond that united him to Mr. 
Richard Enfield, his distant kinsman, the 
well-known man about town. It was a nut to 
crack for many, what these two could see in 
each other, or what subject they could find in 
common. It was reported by those who 
encountered them in their Sunday walks, that 
they said nothing, looked singularly dull, and 
would hail with obvious relief the appearance 
of a friend. For all that, the two men put the 
greatest store by these excursions, counted 
them the chief jewel of each week, and not 
only set aside occasions of pleasure, but even 
resisted the calls of business, that they might 
enjoy them uninterrupted. 
It chanced on one of these rambles that their 
way led them down a by-street in a busy 
quarter of London. The street was small and 
what is called quiet, but it drove a thriving 
trade on the week-days. The inhabitants were 
all doing well, it seemed, and all emulously 

affections - (affection) sympatia, 
uczucie, wzruszenie 
aptness -  
bond -  
catholicity - 

 
circle -  
counted - 
liczba, hrabia; count off - 

 
crack - 
trzask 
distant -  
dull - 
nijaki 
emulously - w duchu rywalizacji 
encountered - (encounter) 

 
excursions - (excursion) 
wycieczka 
feat - wyczyn 
friendship -  
hail -  
implied - 

 
inhabitants - (inhabitant) 
mieszkaniec 
ivy - bluszcz 
jewel - klejnot, cacko; jewel-box - 

 
kinsman - krewny 
London - Londyn 
modest - skromny 
nut - orzech; tough nut to crack 
- twardy orzech do zgryzienia 
rambles - 

 
resisted - 

 
singularly - niezwykle, 

 
store - 

 
Sunday - niedziela 
thriving - 

 
undemonstrative - 

 
uninterrupted - nieprzerwany 



hoping to do better still, and laying out the 
surplus of their gains in coquetry; so that the 
shop fronts stood along that thoroughfare 
with an air of invitation, like rows of smiling 
saleswomen. Even on Sunday, when it veiled 
its more florid charms and lay comparatively 
empty of passage, the street shone out in 
contrast to its dingy neighbourhood, like a 
fire in a forest; and with its freshly painted 
shutters, well-polished brasses, and general 
cleanliness and gaiety of note, instantly 
caught and pleased the eye of the passenger. 
Two doors from one corner, on the left hand 
going east, the line was broken by the entry of 
a court; and just at that point, a certain sinister 
block of building thrust forward its gable on 
the street. It was two stories high; showed no 
window, nothing but a door on the lower story 
and a blind forehead of discoloured wall on 
the upper; and bore in every feature, the marks 
of prolonged and sordid negligence. The 
door, which was equipped with neither bell 
nor knocker, was blistered and distained. 
Tramps slouched into the recess and struck 
matches on the panels; children kept shop 
upon the steps; the schoolboy had tried his 
knife on the mouldings; and for close on a 
generation, no one had appeared to drive away 
these random visitors or to repair their 
ravages. 
Mr. Enfield and the lawyer were on the other 
side of the by-street; but when they came 

blind -  
blistered - (blister)  
bore - dziarz 
brasses -  
charms - (charm)  
cleanliness -  
comparatively - stosunkowo 
coquetry -  
dingy -  
discoloured -  
distained - odbarwiony 
equipped -  
florid - kwiecisty, rumiany 
forehead -  
freshly -  
gable - szczyt 
gaiety -  
gains -  
hoping -  
instantly - natychmiast 
invitation - zaproszenie 
knife -  
knocker -  
mouldings - (moulding) (mould) 

 
negligence - niedbalstwo 
neighbourhood -  
painted - 

 
panels - el 
passenger -  
prolonged -  
ravages -  
recess - przerwa wakacyjna 
rows -  
shone -  
shutters - (shutter) okiennica 
sinister -  
slouched -  
sordid -  
struck - (strike)  
surplus -  
thoroughfare -  
thrust -  
tramps - (t

 
veiled - 

 



VVocabulary of all words in this book 

a  
abhorrence 

 
abject 

 
abjection 

 
able  
abnormal 

 
abominable  
about o 
above  
abreast 

 
abruptly  
absence 

 
absent -

-  
abstinence 

 
accent 

 
accept zaak

 
accident  
accompanied 

 
accomplishment 

 
according 

 
accordingly  
accosted 

 

account 
 

accounts 

 
accoutrement 

 
accursed 

 
accustomed 

 
acids 

 
acknowledgment 

 
acquaintance  
acquiescence 

 
across  
act 

 
action  
active  
activity  
actual  
actually  
acuteness 

 
add  
added 

 
address 

 
administered 

 

admit  
admittance  
advanced 

 
advancing 

 
adventure 

 
advertised 

 
advice rada 
advise  
affairs 

 
affect 

 
affected 

 
affection 

 
affections 

 
affirmative 

 
afford 

 
afraid  
afresh 
raz 
after  
afternoon  
afterwards  
again  
against  
age  



agents 
 

aghast 
 

ago  
agonies 

 
agonised 

 
agreeable 

 
agreed 

 
ahead  
ails 

 
air  
alarm 

 
alas  
alert 

 
alive  
all  
alleviation  
allowance  
allusion  
almost  
alone  
along  
alongside  
aloud  
already  
also  
alter  
alteration 

 
altered  
although  
altogether 

 

always  
am  
amazed 

 
amazement  
ambition 

 
amiss  
amities  
among  
amorphous 

 
amount 

 
amply 

 
an  
anatomical  
ancient  
and i 
anew  
angel 

 
anger 

 
angry  
anguish  
animal  
annotated 

 
announce 

 
announced 

 
another  
answer 

 
anticipation 

 
any  
anything 

 
apace  
apart  
ape 

- - 
 

apocryphal 
 

apothecary  
appalled 

 
appalling 

 
apparatus 

 
apparent 

 
appeal 

 
appear 

 
appearance 

 
appeared 

 
appended 

 
appetite  
apprehension 

 
approach 

 
approved 

 



approving 

 
aptness  
architects 

 
are 

 
arm 

 
arms 

 
around  
aroused 

 
arranged 

 
arrangement 

 
arrangements 

 
array 

 
arrested 

 
arrival  
arrive 

 
arteries 

 
articles 

 
as  
ashamed  
ashes 

 
aside  
ask  

asked 
 

asking 

-  
asleep  
aspirations 

 
ass  
assail 

 
assaults 

 
assistance  
associates 

 
assume 

 
assurance 

 
assures 

 
astute 

 
at  
attachment 

 
attack  
attained 

 
attempt 

 
attendants 

 
attention  
attired 

 
attributes 

 

audible  
audibly  
aught  
aura  
austere  
author  
autograph 

 
Autumn  
avail 

 
avenger  
avenues  
aversion  
avidity  
avoid 

 
avoidance 

 
avowed 

 
awaiting 

 
awake 

 
awakened 

 
aware  
away  
awe 

 
awful 

 
awfully  
awhile  
axe 

 


