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Chapter I - The CCyclone 
 
Dorothy lived in the midst of the great Kansas 
prairies, with Uncle Henry, who was a 
farmer, and Aunt Em, who was the farmer's 
wife. Their house was small, for the lumber to 
build it had to be carried by wagon many 
miles. There were four walls, a floor and a 
roof, which made one room; and this room 
contained a rusty looking cookstove, a 
cupboard for the dishes, a table, three or four 
chairs, and the beds. Uncle Henry and Aunt 
Em had a big bed in one corner, and Dorothy 
a little bed in another corner. There was no 
garret at all, and no cellar—except a small 
hole dug in the ground, called a cyclone cellar, 
where the family could go in case one of those 
great whirlwinds arose, mighty enough to 
crush any building in its path. It was reached 
by a trap door in the middle of the floor, from 
which a ladder led down into the small, dark 
hole. 
When Dorothy stood in the doorway and 
looked around, she could see nothing but the 
great gray prairie on every side. Not a tree 
nor a house broke the broad sweep of flat 
country that reached to the edge of the sky in 
all directions. The sun had baked the plowed 
land into a gray mass, with little cracks 
running through it. Even the grass was not 
green, for the sun had burned the tops of the 
long blades until they were the same gray 

arose - arise  powstawa , 
po awia  si  
aunt - ciotka 
baked - bake  piec, wypieka  
blades - (blade) ostrze, klinga, 
pi ro, opatka, blaszka 
burned - (burn) spali , p on , 
poparzy ; spalony 
cellar - piwnica 
contained - (contain) zawiera , 
pomie ci  
cracks - (crack) p ka ; trzask 
crush - zgniata , kruszy , 
mia d y , przygniata  
cupboard - kredens, szafa 
cyclone - cyklon 
dishes - (dish) p misek, 
naczynie, danie 
doorway - otwór drzwiowy, 
drzwi, we cie 
dug - (dig) wykopa , kopa , 
przekopa ; szturchaniec, kopanie 
flat - mieszkanie; p aski; p asko 
garret - poddasze 
grass - trawa 
gray - szary 
ladder - drabina, oczko 
lumber - ci ko st pa ; drewno, 
materia ; lumber-room - 
rupieciarnia 
mass - masa 
midst - rodek 
mighty - pot ny 
plowed - (plow) ora ; p ug; 
zaorany; plow-horse - ko  
poci gowy 
prairie - preria 
prairies - (prairie) preria 
roof - dach 
rusty - zardzewia y, zaniedba y 
sweep - zamiata , porywa , 
p dzi ; szeroki ruch; zakres 
kominiarz 
trap - uwi zi ; pu apka; trap door 
- klapa 
uncle - wujek 
wagon - fura, wóz 
whirlwinds - (whirlwind) tr ba 
powietrzna 



color to be seen everywhere. Once the house 
had been painted, but the sun blistered the 
paint and the rains washed it away, and now 
the house was as dull and gray as everything 
else. 
When Aunt Em came there to live she was a 
young, pretty wife. The sun and wind had 
changed her, too. They had taken the sparkle 
from her eyes and left them a sober gray; they 
had taken the red from her cheeks and lips, 
and they were gray also. She was thin and 
gaunt, and never smiled now. When Dorothy, 
who was an orphan, first came to her, Aunt 
Em had been so startled by the child's 
laughter that she would scream and press her 
hand upon her heart whenever Dorothy's 
merry voice reached her ears; and she still 
looked at the little girl with wonder that she 
could find anything to laugh at. 
Uncle Henry never laughed. He worked hard 
from morning till night and did not know 
what joy was. He was gray also, from his long 
beard to his rough boots, and he looked 
stern and solemn, and rarely spoke. 
It was Toto that made Dorothy laugh, and 
saved her from growing as gray as her other 
surroundings. Toto was not gray; he was a 
little black dog, with long silky hair and small 
black eyes that twinkled merrily on either 
side of his funny, wee nose. Toto played all 
day long, and Dorothy played with him, and 
loved him dearly. 

beard - zarost, broda 
blistered - (blister) p cherz, 
b bel; pokryty p cherzami 
boots - (boot) but 
cheeks - (cheek) policzek 
color - kolor 
dearly - droga, z ca ego serca 
dull - nieciekawy, t py, nudny 
ears - (ear) ucho 
everywhere - wsz dzie 
gaunt - wychudzony, surowy 
joy - rado  
laugh - mia  si ; miech 
laughter - miech 
merrily - weso o, rado nie, 
beztrosko 
merry - radosny, weso y 
orphan - sierota, dom dziecka 
paint - malowa , namalowa ; 
farba, obraz 
painted - (paint) malowa , 
namalowa ; farba, obraz; 
namalowany, pomalowany 
pretty - adny; ca kiem 
rarely - rzadko 
rough - szorstki, niewygodny 
scream - krzycze ; krzyk 
silky - jedwabisty, agodny 
sober - otrze wi , otrze wi ; 
trze wy, powa ny, spokojny; 
sober down - spowa nie  
solemn - powa ny, uroczysty 
sparkle - l ni , b yszcze  
startled - (startle) przestraszy , 
zaskoczy , sp oszy ; zaskoczony 
stern - rufa; surowy; stern-post - 
stewa rufowa 
surroundings - (surround) 
otacza ; otoczenie, okolica 
till - do, a , dopóki 
twinkled - (twinkle) migota , 
b yszcze , skrzy  si  
washed - (wash) my , obmywa ; 
wash down - popija ; wash away 
- zmy  co  
wee - siusiu; drobny, male ki 
whenever - kiedy tylko 
wonder - zastanawia  si ; cud, 
zdumienie 
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Today, however, they were not playing. Uncle 
Henry sat upon the doorstep and looked 
anxiously at the sky, which was even grayer 
than usual. Dorothy stood in the door with 
Toto in her arms, and looked at the sky too. 
Aunt Em was washing the dishes. 
From the far north they heard a low wail of 
the wind, and Uncle Henry and Dorothy could 
see where the long grass bowed in waves 
before the coming storm. There now came a 
sharp whistling in the air from the south, and 
as they turned their eyes that way they saw 
ripples in the grass coming from that direction 
also. 
Suddenly Uncle Henry stood up. 
"There's a cyclone coming, Em," he called to 
his wife. "I'll go look after the stock." Then he 
ran toward the sheds where the cows and 
horses were kept. 
Aunt Em dropped her work and came to the 
door. One glance told her of the danger close 
at hand. 
"Quick, Dorothy!" she screamed. "Run for the 
cellar!" 
Toto jumped out of Dorothy's arms and hid 
under the bed, and the girl started to get him. 
Aunt Em, badly frightened, threw open the 
trap door in the floor and climbed down the 
ladder into the small, dark hole. Dorothy 
caught Toto at last and started to follow her 
aunt. When she was halfway across the room 
there came a great shriek from the wind, and 

anxiously - z niepokojem 
bowed - (bow) zgina  si , 
uk oni  si , k ania  si ; wygi ty, 
w kszta cie uku 
caught - (catch) apa , z apa , 
chwyta  
climbed - (climb) wspina  si ; 
wspinaczka; clim down - 
schodzi  w dó  
cows - (cow) krowa 
doorstep - stopie , próg; pod 
samym nosem 
dropped - (drop) upu ci , 
zrzuci , opa , przesta  
frightened - (frighten) 
przestraszy  kogo , przerazi  
kogo ; przera ony 
glance - zerkn ; zerkni cie, 
spojrzenia 
halfway - w po owie drogi, na 
pó metku; halfway up - w 
po owie czego  
hid - (hide) chowa , ukrywa  
jumped - (jump) skaka , 
wskoczy ; skok 
ripples - (ripple) falowa , 
szmera ; zmarszczka 
sharp - ostry 
sheds - (shed) pozby  si , 
pozbywa  si , rozrzuca , 
rozlewa  si ; szopa 
shriek - wrzasn ; wrzask, pisk, 
krzyk 
storm - burza; snow-storm - 
nie yca, storm-tossed - 

wzburzony, miotany 
threw - (throw) wyrzuci , rzuci  
toward - w kierunku, wobec, na 
cel, w pobli u 
wail - p aka ; zawodzenie, wycie 
washing - (wash) my , 
obmywa ; mycie; wash down - 
popija  
waves - (wave) falowa , macha ; 
fala 
whistling - (whistle) gwizda , 
mign , dmucha  w gwizdek 
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VVocabulary of all words in this book 

a jaki , pewien 
able zdolny 
abounding (abound) by  
pod dostatkiem 
about o 
above powy ej 
abundance mnóstwo, 
obfito  
accident wypadek 
account sprawozdanie, 
konto, rachunek 
accounts (account) 
sprawozdanie, konto, 
rachunek 
ached (ache) bole ; ból 
across przez 
act zachowywa  si , 
dzia a , gra ; czyn, akt 
action akcja 
actually tak w a ciwie 
add dodawa  
added (add) dodawa ; 
dodany 
addition dodatek; 
dodawanie, uzupe nienie 
admit przyj , przyzna  
advanced (advance) 
rozwija  si , p aci  z góry, 
posuwa  si  naprzód; 
zaawansowany 
adventure ryzykowa ; 
przygoda 
advice rada 
advise doradza  
afford pozwala , mie  na 
co  pieni dze, oferowa  
afraid przestraszony 
afresh od nowa, jeszcze 
raz 
after po 
afternoon popo udnie 

afterward potem, pó niej, 
nast pnie 
afterwards potem 
again jeszcze raz 
against przeciwko 
age wiek 
ago temu 
agree zgodzi  si  
agreed (agree) zgodzi  
si ; uzgodniony 
ahead z przodu, naprzód 
air powietrze 
airtight hermetyczny, 
szczelny 
alas niestety 
alive ywy 
all wszystko, wszyscy 
allow pozwala , 
dopuszcza  
allowed (allow) pozwala , 
dopuszcza ; dozwolony 
almost prawie 
alone sam 
along wzd u  
already ju  
also równie  
although mimo e 
altogether ca kowicie, 
razem 
always zawsze 
am (be) by , jestem 
amazement zdumienie 
among po ród 
amongst w ród 
amuse zabawi , bawi , 
rozbawi  
amused (amuse) zabawi , 
bawi ; rozbawiony, 
roz mieszony 
an jaki , pewien 
and i 

angered (anger) 
zdenerwowa ; gniew; 
zagniewany 
angrily gniewnie 
angry z y 
animal zwierz  
animals (animal) zwierz  
announced (announce) 
og osi , zapowiada ; 
og oszony 
another inny 
answer odpowiedzie , 
odebra , odpowiada , 
reagowa ; odpowied  
ant mrówka; ant-hill - 
mrowisko 
anxious niespokojny 
anxiously z niepokojem 
any jakikolwiek 
anybody kto , nikt 
anyone ktokolwiek 
anything co , cokolwiek, 
nic 
anyway tak czy inaczej, w 
ka dym razie 
anywhere gdziekolwiek 
appeared (appear) 
wydawa  si , zjawi  si , 
pojawia  si , wygl da  
appears (appear) 
wydawa  si , zjawi  si , 
pojawia  si , wygl da  
approach podej cie 
approve aprobowa  
apron fartuch, p yta 
postojowa, zapaska 
arched (arch) wygi ; 
szatan, uk, sklepione 
przej cie; archfiend - 
arcywróg; arch enemy - 
najgorszy wróg 



are (be) by ; jeste , 
jeste my, jeste cie, s  
arm zbroi , uzbraja ; 
rami  
armless bezr ki, bez 
por czy 
arms (arm) zbroi , 
uzbraja ; rami  
army armia 
arose (arise) powstawa , 
pojawia  si  
around na oko o 
aroused (arouse) 
wzbudza , powodowa  
arrive przyjecha , 
przyby , nadej  
art sztuka 
arts (art) sztuka 
as tak jak 
ashamed zawstydzony 
ask zapyta , pyta , prosi  
asked (ask) zapyta , 
pyta , prosi  
asleep we nie 
assemblage 
zmontowanie, 
zbiorowisko, 
nagromadzenie 
assistance wsparcie 
assorted mieszany, 
ró norodny, ró ny 
astonished (astonish) 
zadziwia , zdumiewa ; 
zdumiony 
at w 
ate (eat) je  
attack atakowa ; atak 
attempt próbowa , 
usi owa ; próba 
attended (attend) 
towarzyszy , opiekowa  
si , ucz szcza , bra  
udzia  

audience publiczno  
aunt ciotka 
awake budzi  si , 
u wiadomi  sobie; 
przebudzony 
awaken zbudzi , obudzi ; 
obudzony, przebudzony 
awakened (awaken) 
zbudzi , obudzi ; 
obudzony, przebudzony 
away z dala 
awful okropny, wstr tny, 
obrzydliwy 
awfully strasznie, bardzo 
awkward niezr czny 
awoke (awake) obudzi ; 
obudzony 
axe zwalnia ; redukcja, 
siekiera 
baby niemowl , kochanie 
back plecy; tylny; z 
powrotem 
backward opó niony w 
rozwoju; wspak, do ty u 
bad z o; z y, niedobry 
bade (bid) licytowa , 
rozkaza , kaza ; oferta 
badly le, ci ko 
bag zapakowa , 
zdobywa ; torba 
baked (bake) piec, 
wypieka ; upiec 
balanced (balance) 
balansowa ; saldo, 
równowaga; 
zrównowa ony 
bald ysy, szczery, 
bia olicy, wy ysia y 
ball zwin  w kólk ; pi ka, 
kulka 
balloon spuchn ; balon 
balloonist baloniarz, pilot 
balonowy 

band obowi zywa ; 
zespó , zespó  muzyczny, 
opaska 
bank bank, awka, brzeg 
banks (bank) bank, 
awka, brzeg 

bar bar, pr t, rygiel, 
dr ek, pasek 
bark zaszczeka , warkn ; 
ód , kora, szczekni cie, 

ujadanie 
barked (bark) zaszczeka , 
warkn ; ód , kora, 
szczekni cie, ujadanie 
barking (bark) 
zaszczeka , warkn ; ód , 
kora, szczekni cie, 
ujadanie; ujadaj cy 
barn stodo a, obora, 
stajnia 
barns (barn) stodo a, 
obora, stajnia 
barnyard podwórze 
basin basen, miska 
basket kosz, koszyk; 
basket-chaise - rodzaj 
krzes a; basket-chair - 
fotel wiklinowy 
bath wanna, k piel 
bathed (bath) k pa ; 
wyk pany 
battered (batter) zbi , 
poturbowa , t uc o, 
uderza  o; 
zbombardowa , ostrzela ; 
rzadkie ciasto 
battle bitwa 
be by  
beam belka, p omie ; 
promienny u miech 
bear nosi , cierpie , 
wytrzyma , rodzi ; 
nied wied  



beard zarost, broda 
bearing (bear) nosi , 
cierpie , znie , 

wytrzyma ; postawa, 
o ysko kulkowe; bear of - 

dotyczy ; bear down - 
prze  
beast bestia 
beat pokonywa , bi , 
pobi ; beat over - 
zmierza  szybko; beat the 
Dutch - pokona  
wszystko 
beaten (beat) pokonywa , 
bi , pobi ; beat over - 
zmierza  szybko; beat the 
Dutch - pokona  
wszystko 
beautiful pi kny 
beautifully pi knie 
beauty pi kno, uroda; 
licznotka 

became (become) sta  
si , zosta  
because poniewa  
beckon zaprosi  gestem, 
skin  na, wabi  
become sta  si , zosta  
bed ó ko 
been (be) by  
bees (bee) pszczo a 
beetle chrz szcz, uk, 
garbus 
before przed 
beg b aga , prosi ; I beg 
your pardon - prosz  
wybaczy  
began (begin) zacz , 
zapocz tkowa  
begged (beg) b aga  
begin zacz , 
zapocz tkowa ; pocz tek 
beginning (begin) zacz , 

zapocz tkowa ; pocz tek; 
rozpocz cie 
behind za 
behold ujrze , 
spostrzega  
being (be) by ; istota, 
stworzenie; b d c 
believe uwierzy  
bell dzwon 
bells (bell) dzwonek 
belong nale e  
belonged (belong) 
nale e  
below poni ej 
bend chyli  si ; zakr t 
bent w ciek y, zgi ty, 
zdeterminowany, 
pochylony; bent down - 
schyla  si ; bent back - 
pochylone plecy; bend 
over - pochyla  si  
beside oprócz 
best (good) dobry; 
najlepszy 
bestow obdarzy , nada  
better (good) dobry; 
lepszy 
between pomi dzy 
bewilderment 
konsternacja, zdumienie, 
os upienie 
beyond poza 
bidding (bid) rozkazywa ; 
licytacja, polecenie 
big du y 
biggest (big) du y; 
najwi kszy 
bird ptak 
birds (bird) ptak 
bit kawa ek, cz , bit 
bite gry , przygry ; k s, 
ugryzienie 
bites (bite) gry , 

przygry ; k s, ugryzienie 
bitterly przenikliwie, 
gorzko 
black czarny 
blade ostrze, klinga, 
pióro, opatka, blaszka 
blades (blade) ostrze, 
klinga, pióro, opatka, 
blaszka 
bleed krwawi  
bless pob ogos awi , 
po wi ci  
blind lepy 
blistered (blister) 
p cherz, b bel; pokryty 
p cherzami 
block blokowa ; blok, 
kawa  
blood krew 
blossoms (blossom) 
kwitn , rozkwitn ; kwiat 
blow dmucha , wywia , 
wia ; cios, dmuchanie, 
niemile widziany go , 
nieznajomy; blow-fly - 
mucha plujka; blow in - 
wpa  do rodka; blow 
out - zdmuchn , zgasi  
blue niebieski 
blunted (blunt) szczery; 
t py 
boards (board) tablica, 
deska 
bodices (bodice) stanik 
bodies (body) cia o 
body cia o 
bogs (bog) znale  si  w 
martwym punkcie; bagno, 
torfowisko 
boisterous burzliwy, 
porywisty 
boldly odwa nie, 
wyra nie 


