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Chapter 1 PETER BREAKS 
THROUGH 
 
All children, except one, grow up. They soon 
know that they will grow up, and the way 
Wendy knew was this. One day when she was 
two years old she was playing in a garden, and 
she plucked another flower and ran with it to 
her mother. I suppose she must have looked 
rather delightful, for Mrs. Darling put her 
hand to her heart and cried, "Oh, why can't 
you remain like this for ever!" This was all that 
passed between them on the subject, but 
henceforth Wendy knew that she must grow 
up. You always know after you are two. Two is 
the beginning of the end. 
Of course they lived at 14 [their house number 
on their street], and until Wendy came her 
mother was the chief one. She was a lovely 
lady, with a romantic mind and such a sweet 
mocking mouth. Her romantic mind was like 
the tiny boxes, one within the other, that come 
from the puzzling East, however many you 
discover there is always one more; and her 
sweet mocking mouth had one kiss on it that 
Wendy could never get, though there it was, 
perfectly conspicuous in the right-hand 
corner. 
The way Mr. Darling won her was this: the 
many gentlemen who had been boys when she 
was a girl discovered simultaneously that they 
loved her, and they all ran to her house to 

conspicuous - 
 

cried - 
 

darling - kochanie, moje 
 

delightful -  
discover -  
flower - kwiat; flower-pot - 
doniczka 
grow - 

- 
 

henceforth - 
czasu 
kiss -  
mocking - 

 
mr -  
mrs - pani,  
plucked - 

 
puzzling - 

 
romantic - romantyk; 

 
simultaneously -  
sweet -  



propose to her except Mr. Darling, who took 
a cab and nipped in first, and so he got her. 
He got all of her, except the innermost box 
and the kiss. He never knew about the box, 
and in time he gave up trying for the kiss. 
Wendy thought Napoleon could have got it, 
but I can picture him trying, and then going 
off in a passion, slamming the door. 
Mr. Darling used to boast to Wendy that her 
mother not only loved him but respected him. 
He was one of those deep ones who know 
about stocks and shares. Of course no one 
really knows, but he quite seemed to know, 
and he often said stocks were up and shares 
were down in a way that would have made any 
woman respect him. 
Mrs. Darling was married in white, and at first 
she kept the books perfectly, almost gleefully, 
as if it were a game, not so much as a Brussels 
sprout was missing; but by and by whole 
cauliflowers dropped out, and instead of 
them there were pictures of babies without 
faces. She drew them when she should have 
been totting up. They were Mrs. Darling's 
guesses. 
Wendy came first, then John, then Michael. 
For a week or two after Wendy came it was 
doubtful whether they would be able to keep 
her, as she was another mouth to feed. Mr. 
Darling was frightfully proud of her, but he 
was very honourable, and he sat on the edge 
of Mrs. Darling's bed, holding her hand and 

boast - 
 

Brussels - Bruksela; brussels 
sprout - brukselka 
cab -  
cauliflowers - (cauliflower) 
kalafior; kalafiorowy 
doubtful -  
dropped - 

 
feed - 

 
frightfully - strasznie 
gleefully -  
guesses - 

przypuszczenie 
honourable - honorowy, 
zaszczytny 
innermost - najskrytszy, 

 
married - (mar

 
missing - 

zaginiony 
nipped - 

 
passion - pasja 
propose - 

 
proud - dumny 
slamming - 

 
 - 

 
stocks - 

and shares -  
totting - 
kapka, kropelka; totting up - 

 



calculating expenses, while she looked at 
him imploringly. She wanted to risk it, come 
what might, but that was not his way; his way 
was with a pencil and a piece of paper, and if 
she confused him with suggestions he had to 
begin at the beginning again. 
"Now don't interrupt," he would beg of her. 
"I have one pound seventeen here, and two 
and six at the office; I can cut off my coffee at 
the office, say ten shillings, making two nine 
and six, with your eighteen and three makes 
three nine seven, with five naught naught in 
my cheque-book makes eight nine seven—
who is that moving?—eight nine seven, dot 
and carry seven—don't speak, my own—and 
the pound you lent to that man who came to 
the door—quiet, child—dot and carry child—
there, you've done it!—did I say nine nine 
seven? yes, I said nine nine seven; the question 
is, can we try it for a year on nine nine seven?" 
"Of course we can, George," she cried. But she 
was prejudiced in Wendy's favour, and he 
was really the grander character of the two. 
"Remember mumps," he warned her almost 
threateningly, and off he went again. "Mumps 
one pound, that is what I have put down, but I 
daresay it will be more like thirty shillings—
don't speak—measles one five, German 
measles half a guinea, makes two fifteen six—
don't waggle your finger—whooping-
cough, say fifteen shillings"—and so on it 
went, and it added up differently each time; 

beg -  
calculating - 
wyrachowany 
cheque - czek 
confused - (confuse) 

 
cough -  
daresay - 
zapewne 
differently - inaczej, odmiennie, 

 
dot - kropka, punkt 
eighteen -  
expenses - (expense) wydatek, 
koszt 
favour - 

 
finger - palec 
German - Niemiec; niemiecki; 
German measles -  
grander - (grand) wielki 
guinea - Gwinea; gwinea - 
moneta 
imploringly -  
interrupt - 

 
lent - (lend) 

 
measles – odra (choroba) 
mumps –  
naught - nic, zero 
pencil -  
prejudiced - (prejudice) 

 
seventeen -  
shillings - (shilling) szyling 
suggestions - (suggestion) 
sugestia, propozycja 
threateningly - 
niebezpiecznie 
waggle - 

 
warned - 

 
whooping - 
kaszlem; okrzyk; whooping-
cough – ksztusiec (choroba) 



VVocabulary of all words in this book 

a  
aback 

 
abandoned 

 
abandoning 

 
abject 

 
ablaze  
able  
aboard  
about  
above  
abruptly  
absence 

 
absent -

-  
absolutely  
absurd  
absurdly  
accept 

 
accepted 

 
accident  
accompanied 

 
accompanying 

 
accorded 

 
according 

 

account 
 

accounts 

 
accurst 

 
accustomed 

 
acorn  
acquaint 

 
acquainted 

 
acquitted 

 
across  
act 

 
action  
active  
actors  
actually  
added 

 
addicted 

 
address 

 
adept 

 
adhered 

 
admiration  

admire  
admit  
admitted 

 
admonished 

 
adopt  
adopted 

 
adults  
advance 

 
 

advantage  
adventure 

 
advisable 

 
affair 

 
affected 

 
affectionate 

 
affirmative 

 
afford 

 
affright 

 
affrighted 

 
afraid  
after  
afterwards  
again  
against  
age  
aghast 

 



agitated 

 
agitatedly 

 
agitation 

 
ago  
agree  
agreeable 

 
agreed 

 
agreement 

 
aid 

 
air  
alarm 

 
alarming 

 
alas  
alertness 

 
alight 

 
alighted 

 
alighting 

 
alive  
all  
allow 

 
allowed 

 
ally 

 
almost  
aloft  
alone  
along  
alongside  
aloof 

 
already  
also  
altar  
altered  
alternately  
altogether 

 
always  
am  
amazed 

 
amazement  
ambition 

 
amends 

 
amiably  
amicably 

 
among  
amorous 

 
amount 

 
an  
anchor 

 
and i 
angelically 

 
angels 

 
angered 

 
angle  
angry  
anguish  
animal  
animals  
ankles  
announced 

 
announcement 

 
annoy 

 
annoyed 

 
anon  
another  
answer 

 
anxious  
anxiously  
any jaki  
anything 

 
apart  
apartment 

 
aped 

 
aperture 

 
apiece 

 
apologetic 

 
apologetically 



 
appalled 

 
appalling 

 
appeal 

 
appear 

 
appearance 

 
appeared 

 
appears 

 
applause  
approach 

 
arch 

 - 
-  

arched 

- 
- 

 
ardently  
are 

 
argue 

 
arisen  
arm 

 
armchair  
armful  

arms 
 

arose 
 

around  
arrange 

 
arrangement 

 
arrangements 

 
arrested 

 
arrived 

 
arrow  
arrows 

 
art  
artful  
artfully 

 
articles 

 
artifice 

 
as  
ascend 

 
ashamed  
ashore 

 
aside  
ask  
asked 

 
asleep  
ass  
assailed 

 

associated 

 
assumed 

 
assure 

 
astir  
astonishing 

 
astonishment  
astounded 

 
astounding 

 
at  
attached 

 
attack  
attempt 

 
attend 

 
attention  
attire - 

 
attitude 

 
attracted 

 
attractive  
authentic 


