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CHAPTER 1. MR. SHERLOCK
HOLMES

Mr. Sherlock Holmes, who was usually very late

in the mornings, save upon those not
infrequent occasions when he was up all night,
was seated at the breakfast table. I stood upon
the hearth-rug and picked up the stick which
our visitor had left behind him the night before.
It was a fine, thick piece of wood, bulbous-
headed, of the sort which is known as a “Penang
lawyer.” Just under the head was a broad silver
band nearly an inch across. “To James
Mortimer, M.R.C.S., from his friends of the
C.C.H.,” was engraved upon it, with the date
“1884.” It was just such a stick as the old-
fashioned family practitioner used to carry—

dignified, solid, and reassuring.
“Well, Watson, what do you make of it?”

Holmes was sitting with his back to me, and I

had given him no sign of my occupation.

“How did you know what I was doing? I believe
you have eyes in the back of your head.”

“I have, at least, a well-polished, silver-plated
coffee-pot in front of me,” said he. “But, tell
me, Watson, what do you make of our visitot’s
stick? Since we have been so unfortunate as to
miss him and have no notion of his errand, this
accidental souvenir becomes of importance.
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accidental - przypadkowy

at least - przynajmnicej
bulbous - potezny i niezgrabny
coffee-pot - dzbanek do kawy
dignified - godny, dostojny
engraved - (engrave)
grawerowac, zdobi¢;
wygtawerowany

errand - polecenie, sprawa do
zalatwienia

hearth-rug - dywanik pod
kominkiem

infrequent - rzadki

make of - myslec o, sadzi¢

0, wykorzystac cos
old-fashioned - staromodny
picked up - (pick up) podnosi¢,
odebraé, zabrad, nauczy¢ si¢
polished - (polish) polerowac,
pastowad; pasta; polski,
blyszczacy, elegancki, wytworny,
wypolerowany

reassuring - (reassure)
uspokaja¢; dodajacy otuchy
silver-plated - platerowany
srebrem, postrebrzany
souvenir - pamiatka
unfortunate - niefortunny,
nieszczesliwy
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appreciation - wdziecznos¢,
upodobanie, uznanie

excel - celowad, przewyzszad,
przodowad, wyrdzniad

ferrule - nasadka metalowa,
oprawka

knocked - (knock) puka¢, stukaé;
pukanie, mocno uderzy¢,
przewracac

let me - pozwdl mi

on foot - pieszo

pushing - (push) pchaé, naciskad;
popychanie, przepychanie si¢
reconstruct - odbudowad,
odbudowywac, odtwarzaé,
rekonstruowaé

surgical - chirurgiczny,
operacyjny

well-esteemed - szanowany
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Let me hear you reconstruct the man by an

examination of it.”’

“I think,” said I, following as far as I could the
methods of my companion, “that Dr. Mortimer
is a successful, elderly medical man, well-
esteemed since those who know him give him
this mark of their appreciation.”

“Good!” said Holmes. “Excellent!”

“I think also that the probability is in favour of
his being a country practitioner who does a
great deal of his visiting on foot.”

“Why so?”

“Because this stick, though originally a very
handsome one has been so knocked about that
I can hardly imagine a town practitioner
carrying it. The thick-iron ferrule is worn down,
so it is evident that he has done a great amount
of walking with it.”

“Perfectly sound!” said Holmes.

“And then again, there is the ‘friends of the
C.C.H. I should guess that to be the Something
Hunt, the local hunt to whose members he has
possibly given some surgical assistance, and
which has made him a small presentation in

return.”

“Really, Watson, you excel yourself,” said
Holmes, pushing back his chair and lighting a
cigarette. “I am bound to say that in all the
accounts which you have been so good as to



Mr. Sherlock Holmes

give of my own small achievements you have
habitually underrated your own abilities. It
may be that you are not yourself luminous, but
you are a conductor of light. Some people
without possessing genius have a remarkable
power of stimulating it. I confess, my dear
fellow, that I am very much in your debt.”

He had never said as much before, and I must
admit that his words gave me keen pleasure, for
I had often been piqued by his indifference to
my admiration and to the attempts which I had
made to give publicity to his methods. I was
proud, too, to think that I had so far mastered
his system as to apply it in a way which earned
his approval. He now took the stick from my
hands and examined it for a few minutes with
his naked eyes. Then with an expression of
interest he laid down his cigarette, and carrying
the cane to the window, he looked over it again
with a convex lens.

“Interesting, though elementary,” said he as he
returned to his favourite corner of the settee.
“There are certainly one or two indications
upon the stick. It gives us the basis for several
deductions.”

“Has anything escaped me?” I asked with some
self-importance. “I trust that there is nothing of
consequence which I have overlooked?”

“I am afraid, my dear Watson, that most of
your conclusions were erroneous. When I said
that you stimulated me I meant, to be frank,
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achievements - (achievement)
osiagniecie, dokonanie
admiration - podziw, zachwyt
cane - wymierzy¢ chloste;
trzcina, laska

conductor - przewodnik,
konduktor, dyrygent

confess - wyznac, przyznac si¢
convex - wypukly
deductions - (deduction)
wniosek, dedukcja; potracenie
elementary - podstawowy,
elementarny

erroneous - bledny, mylny
habitually - jak zwykle,
notorycznie, natogowo
indifference - obojetnosé,
nieczulo$é, niezrdéznicowanie
lens - soczewka, szklo, obiektyw
luminous - $wieci¢; $wietlny,
klarowny

naked eyes - (naked eye) golym
okiem

overlooked - (overlook)
wychodzi¢ na, gérowad,
przeoczy¢, wznosi¢ si¢ nad,
pomija¢

piqued - urazi¢; dotkniety,
urazony

possessing - (possess) posiadac,
miec

publicity - rozglos, reklama;
promocyjny

returned to - (return to)
zawracac, powracac

settee - kanapa

stimulated - (stimulate)
stymulowaé, pobudzaé
stimulating - (stimulate)
stymulowa¢, pobudzad;
pobudzajacy

underrated - (underrate) nie
doceni¢
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Vocabulary of all words in this book

a jakis, pewien

a trifle troszeczke
aback w tyl, ku tylowi;
wstecz, z powrotem
abandon porzucic,
opuszczaé

abandoned (abandon)
porzucié, opuszczad;
opuszczony

abandons (abandon)
porzucié, opuszczac
abetting (abet) podzega,
pomagac; przestepstwo
abhor czu¢ lub mie¢
odraze do czego$
ability umiejetno$é
able zdolny

abode miejsce
zamieszkania, siedziba
abortive nicudany,
chybiony, daremny
about o

above powyzej
abreast rami¢ przy
ramieniu, obok, obok
siebie

absence nicobecnosc,
brak

absent nicobecny
absent-minded
nieuwazny

absolute absolutny,
bezwzgledny
absolutely absolutnie
absorbed (absorb)
absorbowad, wchlaniaé;
wechloniety,
zaabsorbowany

absorbing (absorb)

absorbowad, wchtlaniad;
absorbujacy

abstracted (abstract)
abstrakcja; roztargniony
absurd absurdalny
abusing (abuse)
naduzycie, zniewaga;
naduzywajacy

accent zaakcentowad,
podkreslaé; akcent, nacisk
accept zaakceptowad,
zgodzic sie

accessory wyposazenie
dodatkowe; wspélwinny,
dodatkowy

accidental przypadkowy
accompany towarzyszy¢
accomplice wspolwinny,
wspolsprawca
accomplished
(accomplish) osiagad,
zrealizowaé; dokonany,
zrealizowany, znakomity
accord udzielic,
wyswiadczy¢, zgadzad sig;
porozumienie, zgoda,
zgodnosé

accordance zgodnos¢
accordance with zgodnie
z

according (accord)
udzieli¢, wyswiadczy¢,
zgadzac sig, przyznad;
porozumienie; wedtug,
zgodnie z

account sprawozdanie,
konto, rachunek,
ksiggowos¢, relacja,

wytlumaczenie

accounted for rozliczy¢,
by¢ przyczyna

accurate dokladny,
wierny, precyzyjny
accurately dokladnie,
wiernie, celnie
accustomed (accustom)
przyzwyczajal;
przyzwyczajony,
tradycyjny
achievements
(achievement) osiagniecie,
dokonanie
acknowledge uznac,
przyznaé, potwierdzié
acknowledged
(acknowledge) uznad,
przyznaé, potwierdzié;
przyznany, potwierdzony
acquaintance znajomy,
znajomosc

acquired (acquire) nabyd,
uzyskad; nabyty

acrid ostry, drazniacy,
gryzacy

across przez

act zachowywac sie,
dziataé, graé; czyn, akt
acted out (act out)
okazywac

acting (act) zachowywac
sig, dziatad, graé; gra
aktorska, petniacy
obowiazki

action akcja

actions (action) akcja
active aktywny

activity czynno$c
actually tak wlasciwie
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acute dreczacy, ostry,
przenikliwy, nieznosny
add dodawacd

added (add) dodawad;
dodany

additional dodatkowy
address adresowad,
przemawiaé, zwracac si¢
do kogos; adres
addressing (address)
adresowad, przemawiad,
zwraca¢ si¢ do kogos;
adres

adhering (adhere)
przywrzed, przylegad,
przestrzegac czego$
adhering to (adhere to)
trzymac sie

adjectives (adjective)
przymiotnik

admirable zachwycajacy,
godny podziwu
admiral admirat
admiration podziw,
zachwyt

admission wstep,
przyznanie sig, przyjecie
admit przyjaé, przyznac
ado hatas, zamieszanie
adopt przyjac, adoptowad
advance rozwijac sig,
ptlaci¢ z gory, posuwac si¢
naprzéd; postep, natarcie,
atak

advantage korzys¢,
zaleta, przewaga
adventure ryzykowad;
przygoda

advice rada
advisability celowos¢
advisable wskazany,
stuszny, celowy

advise doradzaé
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advising (advise)
doradza¢

affair sprawa, wydarzenie,
romans

affairs (affair) sprawa,
wydatzenie, romans
affected (affect)
oddziatywad, wztuszad,
udawad; dotkniety,
nieszczery

affection sympatia,
uczucie, wzruszenie,
czulo$é; czule
afforded (afford)
pozwala¢, mie¢ na co$
pieniadze, oferowaé
afoot pieszo; w
przygotowaniu, w toku, w
poblizu

afraid obawiac sig;
przestraszony

African Afrykanin;
afrykanska

after po

after all mimo wszystko,
ostatecznie

afternoon popotudnie
afterthoughts
(afterthought) po
zastanowieniu
afterwards potem
again jeszcze raz
against przeciwko
agape z otwartymi
ustami, z rozdziawiong
geba

age wiek

agency agencja, dzialanie
aghast przerazony,
ostupiaty

agile zwinny

agitated (agitate)
wstrzasnac, poruszyc,

wzburzy¢, agitowad;
podniecony, poruszony
agitation agitacja,
podniecenie

ago temu

agonized (agonize)
borykac¢ sie, zadreczad;
udreczony

agony meka, katusze,
zgon, meczarnia

agree zgodzic si¢

ahead z przodu, naprzéd
aid pomagad, wspierad;
pomoc, wsparcie

ailing (ail) bole¢, dolegad;
bolacy, trapiacy, chory
air powietrze

alarmed (alarm)
alarmowac, niepokoid;
alarm, zaniepokojony
alarms (alarm)
alarmowad, niepokoié;
alarm, trwoga

alert ostrzega¢; uwazny,
czujny

alertness czujnosc,
bystrosé

alighted (alight) wysias¢,
zsigs¢, wyladowaé, siadac,
spoczaé; plonacy, jasnego
koloru

alive zywy

all wszystko, wszyscy
alley przejicie, aleja,
korytarz

allow pozwalad,
dopuszczaé

ally potaczy¢,
sprzymierzy¢;
sprzymierzeniec
almoner jalmuznik,
opickun chorych

almost prawie



aloft wysoko, w gérze, do
gory

alone sam

along wzdluz

aloud glosno

already juz

also rowniez

altered (alter) zmienic,
przerobié; zmieniony
alternative alternatywa,
wybér, zastepczy
although mimo ze
altogether catkowicie,
razem

always zawsze

am (be) by¢, jestem

am after (be after)
poszukiwad, gonié, $cigac
amateur amator;
amatorski

amazed (amaze)
zadziwiaé, zdumieé;
zdumiony

amazement zdumienie
amazing (amaze)
zadziwiaé, zdumieé;
niesamowity

ambitious ambitny
ambush zasadzka
America Ameryka
American Amerykanin;
amerykanski

amiability uprzejmosé
amiable sympatyczny,
zyczliwy, mity

amid wéréd

among posrdd

amount wynosi¢, réwnac
sie; ilosé

ample pokazny, obszerny,
obfity

amused (amuse) zabawid,

bawié, rozbawic;

Vocabulary

rozbawiony, rozémieszony
amusement rozbawienie,
rozrywka

an jakis, pewien
analogous analogiczny
anatomy anatomia
ancestors (ancestor)
przodek

ancestral rodowy
ancient starozytny,
wiekowy, sedziwy

and i

and so on i tak dalej
angel aniol, pickna
kobieta, inwestor

anger zdenerwowac;
gniew

angle ustawia¢ pod
katem; kat, punkt
widzenia

angry zly

anguish boles¢

animal zwierze
animation pobudzenie,
animacja

announced (announce)
oglosi¢, zapowiadaé;
ogloszony

annoyance irytacja,
rozdraznienie, utrapienie
anon niebawem, wkrotce
another inny

answer odpowiedzied,
odebraé, odpowiadac,
reagowaé; odpowiedZ
answer for odpowiadac
za co$, ponosi¢
odpowiedzialno$¢, reczyé
za

answered (answer)
odpowiedzie¢, odebrad,
odpowiadac¢, reagowac

ant hill mrowisko
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antennae czutki owada
anthropological
antropologiczny
anticipated (anticipate)
przewidzieé, oczekiwad,
uprzedzad

anticipation niecierpliwe
wyczekiwanie,
oczekiwanie

antiquarian antykwariusz,
archeolog, kolekcjoner
antykow

anxiety niepokdj
anxious niespokojny,
zadny

any jakikolwiek

anyhow w kazdym razie,
tak czy inaczej

anyone ktokolwiek
anything cos, cokolwick,
nic, byle co

anywhere gdzickolwiek
apart osobno, oddzielnie,
w oddaleniu, oprécz
apartment apartament,
mieszkanie

apologies (apology)
przeprosiny,
zado$¢uczynienie
apology przeprosiny,
zado$¢uczynienie
appalling (appall)
przerazié; przerazliwy,
okropny, potworny
apparently widocznie,
najwyrazniej

apparition widmo, zjawa,
zjawisko

appeal apel, odwolanie,
wdzigk, czar

appear wydawac sig,
zjawi¢ si¢, pojawiac sie,
wygladac
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