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THE FIRST CHAPTER - PUDDLEBY 
 
ONCE upon a time, many years ago—when 
our grandfathers were little children—there 
was a doctor; and his name was Dolittle—John 
Dolittle, M.D. “M.D.” means that he was a 
proper doctor and knew a whole lot. 
He lived in a little town called, Puddleby-on-
the-Marsh. All the folks, young and old, knew 
him well by sight. And whenever he walked 
down the street in his high hat everyone would 
say, “There goes the Doctor!—He’s a clever 
man.” And the dogs and the children would all 
run up and follow behind him; and even the 
crows that lived in the church-tower would 
caw and nod their heads. 
The house he lived in, on the edge of the 
town, was quite small; but his garden was very 
large and had a wide lawn and stone seats and 
weeping-willows hanging over. His sister, 
Sarah Dolittle, was housekeeper for him; but 
the Doctor looked after the garden himself. 
He was very fond of animals and kept many 
kinds of pets. Besides the gold-fish in the 
pond at the bottom of his garden, he had 
rabbits in the pantry, white mice in his 
piano, a squirrel in the linen closet and a 
hedgehog in the cellar. He had a cow with a 
calf too, and an old lame horse—twenty-five 
years of age—and chickens, and pigeons, 
and two lambs, and many other animals. But 
his favorite pets were Dab-Dab the duck, Jip 

bottom -  
calf -  
caw -  
cellar - piwnica 
chickens - (chicken) kurczak 
clever - sprytny 
closet -  
cow - krowa 
crows - (crow) wrona 
duck - kaczka, dziwak 
favorite - ulubiony 
folks - (folk) lud; ludowy; ludzie, 
rodzice; feet-folks - ludzie 

 
fond - 
of - l  
gold -  
grandfathers - (grandfather) 
dziadek 
hanging -  
hat - kapelusz 
hedgehog -  
housekeeper - gospodarz, 
gosposia, administrator 
lambs -  
lame -  
lawn - trawnik, batyst 
linen - ; 
linen closet -  
marsh - bagno, moczar 
mice - (mouse) mysz 
nod -  skinienie 
pantry - 
kredensowy 
pets - 
domowe; ulubiony 
piano - fortepian, pianino 
pigeons -  
pond - staw, sadzawka, oczko 
wodne 
rabbits - (rabbit) królik 
squirrel - wiewiórka 
tower - a 
weeping - 

 
whenever - kiedy tylko 
willows - (willow) wierzba 



the dog, Gub-Gub the baby pig, Polynesia the 
parrot, and the owl Too-Too. 
His sister used to grumble about all these 
animals and said they made the house untidy. 
And one day when an old lady with 
rheumatism came to see the Doctor, she sat 
on the hedgehog who was sleeping on the 
sofa and never came to see him any more, but 
drove every Saturday all the way to 
Oxenthorpe, another town ten miles off, to see 
a different doctor. 
Then his sister, Sarah Dolittle, came to him 
and said, 
“John, how can you expect sick people to 
come and see you when you keep all these 
animals in the house? It’s a fine doctor would 
have his parlor full of hedgehogs and mice! 
That’s the fourth personage these animals 
have driven away. Squire Jenkins and the 
Parson say they wouldn’t come near your 
house again—no matter how sick they are. We 
are getting poorer every day. If you go on like 
this, none of the best people will have you for 
a doctor.” 
“But I like the animals better than the ‘best 
people’,” said the Doctor. 
“You are ridiculous,” said his sister, and 
walked out of the room. 
So, as time went on, the Doctor got more and 
more animals; and the people who came to see 
him got less and less. Till at last he had no one 
left—except the Cat’s-meat-Man, who didn’t 

cat - kot; cat o'nine tails - rodzaj 
krótkiego bata 
driven - 

- 
drive out -  
drove - 
stado 
grumble - narzekanie, pomruk, 
burczenie 
meat -  
owl - sowa 
parlor -  
parrot -  
parson - duchowny, pleban, 
pastor, proboszcz 
personage -  
pig - 
buy a pig in a poke - 
kota w worku; pig-nut - trufla 
rheumatism - reumatyzm 
ridiculous -  
Saturday - sobota 
sick - chory 
sleeping -  

 
sofa - kanapa, sofa 
squire - dziedzic, giermek; drogi 
Panie 
till -  
untidy - 

 



mind any kind of animals. But the Cat’s-meat-
Man wasn’t very rich and he only got sick 
once a year—at Christmas-time, when he 
used to give the Doctor sixpence for a bottle 
of medicine. 
Sixpence a year wasn’t enough to live on—
even in those days, long ago; and if the Doctor 
hadn’t had some money saved up in his 
money-box, no one knows what would have 
happened. 
And he kept on getting still more pets; and of 
course it cost a lot to feed them. And the 
money he had saved up grew littler and littler. 
Then he sold his piano, and let the mice live in 
a bureau-drawer. But the money he got for 
that too began to go, so he sold the brown 
suit he wore on Sundays and went on 
becoming poorer and poorer. 
And now, when he walked down the street in 
his high hat, people would say to one another, 
“There goes John Dolittle, M.D.! There was a 
time when he was the best known doctor in 
the West Country—Look at him now—He 
hasn’t any money and his stockings are full of 
holes!” 
But the dogs and the cats and the children still 
ran up and followed him through the town—
the same as they had done when he was rich. 

bottle - butelka 
brown -  
bureau -  
Christmas - 
Narodzenia 
drawer - szuflada, wystawca 
weksla 
feed - 

 
grew - 

 
hasn -  
medicine - medycyna, lekarstwo; 
medicine bottle - opakowanie z 
lekami 
sixpence -  
stockings - (stocking) 

and stockings -  
suit - 
garnitur, kostium 
Sundays - (Sunday) niedziela 
wasn - (wasn't) was not -  
wore - 

 



VVocabulary of all words in this book 

a  
able  
about o 
above  
abroad 

 
absolutely  
Abyssinian 

 
accounts 

 
ache  
acre akr 
acrobats 
akrobata 
across  
admiration  
admission 

 
afraid  
Africa  
African 

 
after  
afternoon  
afterwards  
again  
against  
age  
ago  
agreed 

 
ahead 

 
air  

alive  
all  
allowed 

 
almost  
alone  
along  
aloud  
already  
also  
although  
altogether 

 
always  
am  
amber 

 
among  
amused 

 
an  
anchor 

 
and i 
anger 

 
angrily  
angry  
animal  
animals 

 
annoy 

 
another  
answer 

 
antelopes 

 
ants  
Antwerp  
anxious  
any  
anybody  
anything 

 
anyway 

 
anywhere  
apes 

idiota 
apologize  
appeared 

 
apple -
-  
April  
are 

 
arithmetic  
arm 

 
armor  



arms 
 

army  
around  
as tak jak 
Asiatic  
ask 

 
asked 

 
asking 

- 
 

asleep  
at  
ate  
Atlantic 

 
attentive 

 
aunt  
Autumn  
awake 

 
awaken 

 
away z dala 
awfully 
bardzo 
axe 

 
baboon  
baboons 

 
baby 

 

back 
 

backdoor 
 

bacon  
bad  
badger 

- - 
lor 

badgers 

 
badly  
bag 

 
baggage 

 
baker 

 
bald 

 
ball 

 
bananas 

 
band 

 
bang 

-
-  
bank 

 
barber  
bare 

 
barge 

 
 

bark 

 
barked 

 
barking 

 
barrel 

 
bars 

 
basin  
bath  
bats 

 
bay 

 
be  
beach  
beak  
bear 

 
beard  
beast  
beasts  
beat 

- 

- 



 
beautiful  
beauty 

 
became 

 
because  
become  
becoming 

 
bed  
bedroom  
beef 

-  
been  
bees  
before  
beg 

- 
 

began 
 

begged  
begin 

 
beginning 

 
behaved 

 
behind za 
behold 

 
being 

 
Belgium  

believe  
bell  
bellowed 

 
belong  
below  
beneath  
bent 

- 
- 

-  
beside  
best 

 
better 

 
between  
big  
biggest 

 
bill 

-bill - list 
 

bird  
birds  
biscuits 

 
bit   
bite 

 
bitter gorzki 
bitterly 
gorzko 
black  
blame  
blind  
blinked 

 
blinking 

 
blonde 

 
bloom 

 
blow 

- - 
- 

out -  
blowing 

- - 
- 

out - 

 
blown 

- - 
- 

out - 
- - 
 

blubber 
 

blue  


